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Annual Conference TBA and AHBIC – 10-12 July 2026 

Country Club Tasmania 

 

Resilient Bees, Resilient Businesses 
Protecting our hives, securing Tasmania’s pollination future, strengthening our businesses 

 

Friday 10 July 2026, 

Housekeeping 

0930 Registration 

 Apiary, Agriculture, and Tasmania’s Future 

1000 Opening - Gavin Pearce, Minister for Primary Industries and Water 

1015 President's Welcome - Lindsay Bourke, TBA President 

1025 Setting the Scene: Apiary, Agriculture, and Tasmania’s Future (speaker TBC) 

1045 Morning Tea 

 Beyond the Hive:  Economic Value, Pollination, and Productivity  

1115 
Economic Importance of Tasmania’s Apiary Industry - Saul Eslake, Corinna Economic 
Advisory  

1215 Australian Pollination Strategy - Tracie Armstrong, Wheen Bee Foundation 

1245 Lunch 

 Varroa Preparedness: What Tasmania Can Learn 

1330 Living with Varroa - and now miticide resistance, Rod Bourke, NSW DPIRD 

1415 Biosecurity (speaker TBC) 

1445 Fortress Tasmania (speaker TBC) 

1500 Panel  

1515 Afternoon Tea 

 Industry Systems, Biosecurity, and National Leadership 

1545 
Update on Varroa Taskforce and IRA - Susanna Driessen,  Chief Plant Protection 
Officer, Biosecurity Tasmania 

1605 Apiary Officer's Report - Julie Lupia, Apiary Biosecurity Officer, Biosecurity Tasmania 

1625 AHBIC Report - Danny le Feuvre,  CEO, AHBIC 

1645 Honey Bee Industry Research Update -  (speaker TBC) 

1700 Pollination Research Update, Hort Innovation  (speaker TBC) 

1715 Close 

    

1830 Conference dinner (includes auction and raffle) 

  



Program is subject to change without notice. 

 

 

Saturday 11 July 2026, 

Housekeeping 

0800-0900 Honey Competition exhibits to be submitted 

0800 Registration 

 Working Smarter: Safety, Compliance, and Business Resilience 

0830 
What every beekeeper should know about anaphylaxis - Dr Bob Newton, President 
Sthn Tas Beekeepers 

0845 One Safe Tasmania - Practical no-cost WHS support 

0900 
Heavy vehicle rules: what beekeepers need to know - National Heavy Vehicle 
Regulator 

0915 Farm Business Resilience - Planning for shocks before they happen 

0930 Practical systems for farm safety and compliance - Luke Southwell,  Safe Ag 

0945 Morning Tea 

 Bee Curious! Latest in industry research 

1015 Going Viral with Varroa: Tracking Virus Shifts and Testing DWV Entry Pathways - 
John Roberts, CSIRO 

1040 Reducing Varroa Reinfestation: Drift, Grooming and Practical Management Options - 
Rodrigo Maldonado, Macquarie University 

1100 Tropilaelaps mites - an emerging biosecurity risk for honey bees - Cooper Schouten, 
Southern Cross University 

1130 Listening to the Hive: What Hive Sounds Can Tell Us About Colony Health - Dr Victor 
Desclos Le Peley, Macquarie University 

1150 More Flower, More Power - Why Diverse Forage Makes More Antimicrobial Honey - 
Kenya Fernandes, University of Sydney 

1215 Panel session 

1230 Lunch 

1315 
TBA AGM and Forum 

1445 

1500 Close 

1500-1730 Mystery field trip - TBC  

    

1800 

Conference Social Dinner - Honey Meets Me Wah 
A special honey-themed dinner showcasing Tasmanian honey, mead, and local 
flavours in one of Launceston’s favourite dining rooms.  

  

Sunday 12 July 2026 

0900-1600 AHBIC Annual Meeting 
    

 


